POLICY WORKSHOP:
HARNESSING SOCIAL INCLUSION
FOR RURAL RESILIENCE IN EUROPE

20 November 2025
09:30-15:00 (CET) .
Location: Brussels, Belgium

@ serigo
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ESIRA Impact In policy making
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About SERIGO [Social Economy for Resilience, Q)

Inclusion and Good life in Rural areas] serigo

SERIGO aims to enhance resilience, social inclusion, and well-being of vulnerable groups in European
rural areas through socially innovative solutions initiated by or involving actors from the social economy.
The project is:

Conducting community-based participatory research
through case studies from across Europe and pilots
testing in five EU Member States.

Fostering debates and collaboration on the topic
among diverse stakeholders in Europe.

Providing policymakers with recommendations for
policy development around social inclusion in rural
areas.

SERIGO is committed to harnessing the capabilities of social
economy actors to drive inclusive development initiatives
and support vulnerable groups in rural areas.
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SERIGO is co-creating 5 pilot actions aimed
at implementing socially innovative solutions
and providing support to vulnerable groups in
Austria, Estonia, Finland, Slovakia, and
Slovenia.

SERIGO is analysing empirical data from 24
case studies and 12 countries on social
economy/innovation solutions implemented
in local contexts. SERIGO is investigating
framework conditions leading to social
exclusion, drivers and potential of the social
innovation in improving vulnerable groups’
situation.

B Pilot actions
Case Studies



Example: Slovakia pilot

® Location: Ostrovany, Slovakia
® Vulnerable group: long-term unemployed Roma communities

® Solution: a registered social enterprise which offers stable
employment opportunities to disadvantaged Roma residents
while addressing critical community needs. The enterprise
operates in three main areas: catering services (hot meals for
local kindergarten and school); constructions and
maintenance; and cleaning and facility services.

°* Benefits: ™

oF

w
O gk R e

Vulnerable Better Access to

groups employability  training &
empowerment mentoring

<),

serigo



o
Communityof Practice(CoP) *g

Social Innovation for inclusion of vulnerable
groups in rural areas

The SERIGO CoP is a dynamic community where we come
together toshare knowledge and learn from each other.

Our platform links people from diverse backgrounds and areas
of expertise across Europe, including those involved in
research, policy-making / advising, and social economy
initiatives.

The primary goal of this CoP is to validate key research and

policy findings from the SERIGO project, facilitate knowledge
transfer, and enable peeflearning among members.




